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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

127275 

R 251250Z AUG 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4224 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USMISSION USUN 

SECRET NICOSIA 2497 

EXDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR CY GW 

SUBJECT: GERMAN AMBASSADOR REPORTS GOC THOUGHTS ON TERRITORY 

1 . ON AUGUST 24, FRG AMBASSADOR PAGENSTERT TOLD CHARGE THAT IN 
A CONVERSATION EARLIER IN AUGUST GOC FONMIN CHRISTOPHIDES HAD 
INDICATED THAT GOC COULD LIKE WITH TURKISH CYPRIOT RETENTION OF 
THIRTY-TWO PERCENT OF THE GEOGRAPHIC AREA OF THE ISLAND. 
ACCORDING TO PAGENSTERT, CHRISTOPHIDES SAID THAT IF SOMEBODY 
COULD WHISPER 32 PERCENT IN TURKS' EAR THIS MIGHT FORM BASIS FOR 
MEANINGFUL TALKS. 

2. PAGENSTERT PASSED THIS ALONG TO BONN. FRG EMBASSY ANKARA 
WAS INSTRUCTED TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSAL WITH GOT. FRG EMBASSY 
CARRIED OUT ITS INSTRUCTIONS BUT IN DESULTORY WAY. HIGHEST 
TURKISH OFFICIAL THEY COULD SEE WAS NUMBER TWO ON CYPRUS DESK. 
LATTER'S RESPONSE TO GERMAN APPROACH WAS THAT GOT DOES NOT 
WANT TO ENGAGE IN PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF PERCENTAGES. 

APPARENTLY FRG EMBASSY ANKARA LET IT DROP AT THAT EVEN THOUGH 
IT WAS CLEAR THAT PROPOSAL WAS FOR SECRET EXCHANGE, NOT 
PUBLIC. PAGENSTERT WAS DISPLEASED AND HAS TRIED TO GET THE 
MATTER RAISED IN ANKARA AGAIN BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS TO DATE. 
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3. COMMENT: IF GOC WERE IN FACT WILLING TO CONSIDER TERRITORIAL 
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COMPROMISE LEAVING 32 PERCENT OF THE LAND IN TURKISH HANDS, THIS 
WOULD LAY GROUNDWORK FOR A SIGNIFICANT NEGOTIATING BREAK- 
THROUGH. WE HAVE HAVE HAD EARLIER EXPERIENCES, HOWEVER, OF 
"BREAKTHROUGHS" REPORTED BY THE GERMANS, AND THUS WE WILL REMAIN 
SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL UNTIL WE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO FLESH OUT THIS 
INFORMATION A BIT FURTHER. FACT THAT GERMAN FOLLOW-UP TO THIS 
POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION WAS LESS THAN ARDENT IS 
CURIOUS AND MAY SUGGEST THAT CHRISTOPHIDES' STATEMENT WAS NOT AS 
DIRECT OR UNQUALIFIED AS PAGENSTERT INDICATED. IN ANY CASE, 

WE WILL BE SEEING CHRISTOPHIDES IN CONNECTION WITH REPORTING 
ON COLOMBO CONFERENCE AND WILL STTEMPT TO RAISE THIS SUBJECT 
DISCREETLY IN THE CONVERSATION. 

DTI I, FRY 
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